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For immediate release 

September 2, 2014 
 

Break the Silence: Use Your Voice  

to Help Children and Youth 
 
 

Ottawa (Ontario) – They say it takes a village to raise a child, and in Ottawa, that means not only 
nurturing and caring for our children, but reporting to the Children’s Aid Society of Ottawa if you 
suspect that a child is being abused or neglected.  
 
As the Ottawa community arrives back at school, it’s an appropriate time to remind everyone about 
their duty to break the silence and report suspected abuse or neglect of children. The duty to report 
isn’t just a duty, it’s the law. According to section 72(1) of the Child and Family Services Act, every 
Ontarian has a legal obligation to contact their Children’s Aid Society if they suspect a child is being 
abused or neglected. 
 
Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention month is set for October across the province.  This provincial 
campaign is entitled “Break the Silence: Use Your Voice”, marked by ‘Dress Purple Day’ on October 
17, 2014. The campaign’s main goal is to keep children and youth safe by increasing public 
awareness of child abuse and neglect and the steps to take to eradicate it.  
  
“People feel it’s hard to infringe on parental rights and they’re naturally hesitant to involve 
themselves,” says Barbara MacKinnon, Executive Director of the Children’s Aid Society of Ottawa. 
“Reporting to the Children’s Aid Society doesn’t mean we are going to remove a child from their 
home.  It’s about assessing the situation and discovering whether the family may benefit from 
support services.” 
 
By using your voice and reporting suspicions of abuse or neglect, you’re giving a voice to that child. 
Breaking the silence and reaching out to the Children’s Aid Society of Ottawa allows a dedicated 
team of protection workers, community partners and other professionals to do their work:  
ensuring the safety and well-being of all children and supporting families in overcoming different 
challenges. 
 
The Children’s Aid Society is the only organization with the statutory responsibility to respond to 
all allegations of abuse and neglect—24 hours a day, 365 days a year. If you are concerned about 
child, please break the silence. Use your voice and call the Children’s Aid Society of Ottawa at 
(613)747-7800.  You could be helping out a child in need. 
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For more information: 
 
Bianca Nugent 
Communications Advisor 
The Children's Aid Society of Ottawa 
613) 747-7800 ext. 2528 
bianca.nugent@casott.on.ca  
www.casott.on.ca  
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